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Mi-TAMORPHOSEN IRANISCHER DENKMALER 



,S ehst du die* Fftu toft, tie i,t cine gewiase Char- 
OHd Cerdij und du andcre in Mant, cin Mann, dcr 
|iC untcrh.eU und den sit in ihrer Badcwannc ermor- 
dctc Man mufi dnch WR cn, dnfl allc die* umcrhalte- 
ncn \Wibcr Cnwllen *ind'\ - Hippolvie Tame liC, 
cmcn framostschen SoJdaten die* zu scincm Kamcra- 
den sagen, wihrend *ic auf dem idrowchcn Kapitol 
vor emer Judith mit dem ! laupt des Hdofcrnes stcW 
und bemcrkt dazu: M ti handeh sich urn Gcschichic 
so Wlc s,r wird » «nn Hie in den Gehirncn des Volkes 
ausgcarbcitct, vcrunsulict und vcrgrubert wird". 

MiBintcrprctationcn auf Grund politischer Vor- 
cingenommenhcit - oder praziscr: eines neuen, 
politischcn Mythos und des Vcrlustcs cincs altc- 
rcn - warcn in Mcngc betzubringen. Ein bc- 
kanntcs Bcispiel dcr klassischcn Welt ist tier Be- 
richt ubcr das sugenannte Grabmal des Sardana- 
pallos in Anchialc bci Tarsus und in Ninus: 
Lcmcres tragc in assyrischen Zeichcn die Auf* 
fordcrung: ,,iB, trink und vcrgniige Dich ; denn 
allcs Andcre isc nicht das wcn il - womit er 
das Schnalzcn mit den Fingcrn gemeint habe, 
das auf dcr Stele dargcstellt gewesen sci (Aristc- 
bulos ap. Athcnaios XII 530c, mit mchrcren 
Variantcti). Wic schon Ed. Meyer geschen hat, 
wird hier cine typisch neuassyrische SiegessteJc 



beschncben* auf dcr dcr Konig die Gottersym- 
bolc mil ausgcstrcckiem Finger vcrchrt* - Die 
Variantc des Choiriios (ap. Athcnaios XII 
„kh wurde Konig, und wahrend .eh das 
Licht dcr Sonne schautc, trank t aB und liebtc 
tch*\ spick sicher auf die FlugcJsonnc des Sha- 
mash an, die mcist vor dem betenden Hcrrschcr 
crschcint, dem scincrseits ^copfcrt wird fz B 
Abb. 1), 

Solchc „Lcsungcn" von bcrciu unlcsbar gewor- 
denen Inschriftcn sind Ixi den Gricehcn nicht 
selten und mancbmal vicl nahcr an dcr Wahr 



1 Rri*e in Italicn, Uben, v. JL Hardt fDicdcnchi 1 



141. 

2 Forschungcn iur alien Gcschjchrc I (iljx) jojff.: die 
Vorbifdcr musscn eme Stele in Ninive { # ,«hnabeiid M } und 
cin Bild mil gcfalceten Hinden tn Anchnle (.,klmchend M J 
gewesen scin. F. Wciilbach, RE II 1 f j 9 ioj 1446 ft. 
4 B. Lancbbcrgcr* M«!cilungen der AlicirwtitjJwchcn Gc 
scllscliaft IV = FS. B, Mci«ncr £1919) 1^4 fT; M L Grubcr. 
JANES 6, 1974, 73 ft ; U. hUgcn, As*yriKbe Konigsdar' 
«el!ungen - Aspekte dcr HeTTichaft = HaF IX (1986) 4^ ft.: 
dcr Gc5ius des t #ban* /itr4jat*\ - Auch das auf dem Denkmaj 
in Anchiifc bcschricbcnc M Handcfcia«chcn*' hat H Mc>tr 
richtjg gcdeufet, wenn auch mit einem *u alten Bcwpid 
illustriert; vgl jctzt Magen ebd. 40^ : ..Ktinig mit ver- 
schranktcn I linden" (vor Gottern). 




Abb 



SaJmanassaf ML mtt /wci Vncstcm \ihicrt vur cincr Kdnigsitck und iwei Gottcnundarten in dcr Nine de* 
Vansec* {Mflgcn 3 ji Taf. v « n cmcm Brorweliand aus Ibbwat. Urn Muv Zetchnun^ H Scili 




A. TAFA220LI/E. SMFik i, 



T1 JE PAH L AVI FUNERARY INSCRIPTION FROM x, A 

(KAZERUNIH). M MAS "TSN 



In the summer of 1994 in the course of plough- 
ing a field near a village called Mashtan 5 km 
to the south of Kazcrun, a large semi-cylindrical 
stone was unearthed, which seems to have been 
the lid of a lost Zoroastrian ossuary 2 (Taf. j8,i ; 
Abb. 1). It is similar to another lid discovered 
in 1988 in the vicinity of the Parishan river 3 , 
not far from the same locality. In recent years 
a number of Sasanian and Arabo-Sasanian coins 
have been unearthed in the area, and future ar- 
chaeological excavations in its small hills arc 
likely to result in interesting discoveries. The 
stone lid in question in its present state measu- 
res B7 cm in length and 7 cm in thickness. Its 
original width may be estimated to have been 
68 cm. At its bottom there is a semi-circular 
knob (loXucra), which apparently served as 
a handle for lifting the lid. Plausibly it had a 
counterpart of identical shape on its upper part, 




Abb. t. Fragment of on ossuary lid 



zir? c i lon8cstsurv,vin8iincofth -"- 

scnpMon ..he last one, measures "cm. Consi 
dermg the remaining space, it h reasonable m 
assume that each line of lhe insc„p« lon fa 
original state was about aj cm long. 

Regretfully ihe upper part and the left side of 
the stone containing parts of the Inscription are 
broken and lost. An examination of the break 
proves that the damage is by no means recent 
and therefore there is no hope of finding the 
missing parts. The sediment on its concave sur- 
face indicates that the lid was used for wars 
as a cistern called fen in the local dialect. The 
stone lid is now preserved in the collection of 
inscriptions belonging to the Office of the Pious 
Foundations of Kazcnm. 

The Pahlavi inscription is in cursive script, 
beautifully engraved by a skilled engraver. It 
seems to have had originally ten lines, the fiat 
two lines being lost* 



TRANSLITERATION 
1 (ZNH'Spl?! 

4 bhl JYHWWNVJ 

j BVRHM 
6 Y5N[T...?J 

. Far the Ki«run tocrip "- ^ Sltl 

V .ascription fun^P * ***** 1 

157 " ' f l,,„ iK lid « cunmbultd hy Sheikh- 

( ,on of the «wcnp"*» bch>W* 



7 VI! (plmwc') 

8 krrn* V] 



TAFA2Z0Ll/e. SKEIKK-AJ^HOKAMAYI 

framidf 1 ordered 1 governing the followir 



9 ^ 

to 1 



r/z n 
H lfd| 



TRANSLATION 

frhis resting-place was ordered] to be builr by 
feion of ?f- may [pawdisc be his] lot - in 
the mpnch the Jtear [?] 7. ft* (M wife 
(? f daughter] of Ku/Kar2/Kanz, 



GdMMENTARY 

Lint t i The restitution of the words ZHH 'fptf 
in dlbarj is made on the analogy of similar Pah- 
Id v i inscriptions'*. 

Uxe zt It scans -that this missing line contained 
the name and the patronym of the person who 
ordered the ossuary. 

hint } : The word hbl\bahr\ 'lot' (I.4) makes the 
restitution whit \wabilt\ 'paradise' here certain* 
The formula wahitt babr 1 having paradise as 
one's lot* is used frequently in other funerary 
inscriptions, e.g. Bishapur 1, 1. 5 s ; Tang-e Jclow 
(Djdo), L7-8*; Taxt-c Tavus I, L8-o, II, L 7 ; 
IV, L3 7 ; PasargadaeC, Li-a B ; Kazerun 1, 
LittcA* After bkt the verb YhjWWN y t\bwad\ 
'may be* seems to be missing. 
Unt\\ Following the word B YRH\mah\ 
'month' the name of it is missing. 
Lint 6: There was probably enough space 
following SNTIsalf 'year- for a figure to, 20, 
too etc 

Cm 7: The figure 7 apparently indicating the 
date of the passing away of the deceased, ob~ 
*iously refers lo ^ cca ^ Yazdgird, ^ 639 
A D ; If h * s not preceded by another figure, 
s inscription is the next oldest Pahlavi fune- 
rary inscription bearing a date so far discovered 
m Iran, the oldest being the inscription of Eqlid 
dated to the 6th year of Yazd 



AD, 11 



iazdgird t i.e. 6jg 
the figure 7, the verb plmwtl 



niuvc js cx| 

Until The reading krtn* fkardanj 'make, build* 
is certain. "Hie infinitive depends tin the pro 
vious vterb framed. The phrase framud kardan 
is attested in Several other funerary inscription 
eg. Taxr-e TSvus (btakhr) I f 1.7, II, Lg, til, \ ^[ 
5v IV, L6-7 11 ; 1io-m>2; Tal- C s cfid 

L4 u . The name of the deceased seems to have 
followed after this word. 
Linty* ku*^ri> knz'tt' or 4tr^V seem to be the 
three possible readings of the word, which k 
apparently a patronym. To the best of my 
knowledge it is not attested elsewhere. 
Lint 10: The reading NYSHj^anj 'woman, 
wife* is certain, although the shape of the liga- 
ture^/ is somehow different from the one used 
in Book Pahlavi, The letter / has dents instead 
of having semi-circular shape. The same word 
with identical shape occurs in the inscription 
of Bishapur I, 1.2, where the reading NP$H\ 
xwilj 'one's own* tentatively proposed by de 
Menasce 14 is impossible, since the small loop 
of the letter p is on the left side of its semi-circle, 



* A- TafcttbH* 197*98 and reference* given there. In the 
Pjnshan inscription, lines 1 And t; the word should be 
transliterated as *Ipi and transcribed as aJkarfjfa*sr<*aIih 
war< 9 aJpk'ar t 

4 J^de Mcnascc, Inscriptions pchJcvics en ccruurc cursive, 
JA 144, 1916,417- Sec also G. Gropp in; VV. Hinz, Alriram- 
sche Fundc und Forschungcn (1969) 119. 

* G. Gropp, Bcrichr uber cine Rcise in West- und Sudiran, 
AMI, N.F. j, t97o > ioj, 

7 Gropp 5 119-60. 

B D. Stronach, Pasargadac (1978) 164 ; Ph. Gjgnpu*, ap uJ 
R. Gyselen, STIr 7, 1978, ju (inscription A according w 
Gignoux). 

* A. Hassuri, Two Unpublished Pahlavi Inscriptions. 

ZDMG 154. 1984. 91-j. p rt 

1° R.R Fryc, Funerary Inscriptions in Pahlavi from f*^ 
In 1 eds. M. Boycc/t. Gtrshevitch=W,B, Henning Menwrm 
Volume (London 1970) 1 j Gropp 5 , i|7r4** 
n Gropp 4 ijBHSo, 

* GroppS 1J7-41, 

» P.O. Skjjcrvo, in: U, Scidl, Die damiKhen 

yon Kurangun und NaqJ-c Ruitam=Intnische Dc n m 

I iefg, R; U H O9B6) ty 

u de Mcnascc 417, The shape of NPSH in ^^y'f, 
may well be seen in a funerary inscription f Tom ^ 
!^ t l^bii»i^ Notes ^'^1*^0 

noire sassanides in: ed. F. Badcr et al^ Mefartg«* * $ 
ques otTcrts a ftmile Bcnvcniitc, (Pari* i?70 "*~* 5 ' 



THE PAHLAVI FUNEKAR! INSCKim-tr*w ^ 

»h.B word « « on the n Rht side. ijccn ^ fe J 



r n c jftmc word correctly read nnd interpreted 
Wffi^bie^'^ aJsto ftttcslcd in a Pahlavi papyrus '5^ 

The ossuary bearing the Pahlavi inscription 
seem? to have been ordered by somebody for 
his wife. But as the phrase waift bahr may indi- 
cate, he seems to have died before her. If this 
interpretation is correct, the ossuary must have 



according lo htrT 



IV v n Kn P tJufluJ " Inrnumm 

iv -v t Panfulto I (i9n) pW v n ' 

Iramcirum, Pi„ rji f Vo| , y ^ ( • f*** h 



A, Tafatfpli 
Unwtrsity of Tehran 
Faculty of Utttrs 
P.O. Bqx i$ J9J - t 9}6 
Tafrhh 
Tehran t? 



